Christmas
Devotions
For Families
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Merry Christmas!
from Withamsville Church of Christ

The Christmas season is such a special time of year. You can hear songs about Jesus on the secular
radio stations, Nativity scenes can be found in public places, and the world seems more open to
talking about Jesus. People spend less time focusing on self and instead consider how they can
bless others.
As Christians, we spend this season thinking about our Savior’s humble beginnings. Though his
birth seemed anything but spectacular, the prophecy fulfilled in his birth is nothing short of miraculous!
We pray that this devotional helps you and your family prepare your hearts for this season. Each
day is designed for families to spend time together in God’s word. Please consider setting aside
special time each day to discuss the Bible passage, pray, and create memories together. A list of
activities and needed supplies can be found on page 5.
Let us celebrate the hope of Jesus all year round. “Rejoice! For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11 ESV)
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Activities and Supplies List
Day 1: Sing, Object lesson—need light or candle with matches/lighter
Day 2: Create an ornament—need paper, coloring supplies, craft items, template on page 57
Day 3: Talk about family tree—no supplies needed
Day 4: Talk about symbolism of Christmas tree—no supplies needed
Day 5: Send a message to someone—paper, pens, stamps, or email/text

Day 6: Smell spices (low prep—need spices), or make cinnamon ornaments—(need 1 c cinnamon and 3/4
c applesauce, cookie cutters, parchment or foil, piece of string or ornament hook)
Day 7: Christmas charades—page 59 printable, scissors (can also play without these items), Pictionary—
need paper, writing instruments
Day 8: Object lesson—need two pieces of blank paper, page 61, and scissors
Day 9: Family movie night—need movie, snacks
Day 10: Family game night—need blindfold, treat to share
Day 11: Learn about God’s promises—need Bible

Day 12: Listen to song, create banner—need papers, scissors, twine, markers, template page 63
Day 13: Plan to tell a neighbor or friend about Jesus (to complete on day 22)
Day 14: Bible study—need Bible
Day 15: Listen to song, have Bethlehem dinner—need tablecloth/sheet, candles/lanterns, foods to eat
with hands
Day 16: Wrap a gift—need wrapping paper
Day 17: Make a treat—need mini pretzels, Rolos, M&M’s
Day 18: Listen to a song
Day 19: Talk about symbolism of candy cane, optional—candy canes
Day 20: Praise and glorify God—check activities for supplies
Day 21: Look at stars, activities focused on star—toothpicks, dropper, plate, baby doll, star, obstacles,
basket
Day 22: Work on project from day 13—need supplies determined on day 13
Day 23: Game—need baby doll or stuffed animal
Day 24: Listen to song, activities focused on wise men—star-shaped cookies, chocolate coins, licorice
sticks, pine scented candle
Day 25: Enjoy Christmas Day!
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Day 1

Jesus has Always Been

READ
John 1:1-5 ESV
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
1

DEVOTION
This passage has two main points. One—the Word (notice the capital “W”), Jesus, has always been.
Sometimes we can be tempted to think of the Old Testament as “before Jesus,” and the New Testament as “after Jesus.” While Jesus didn’t walk the earth in the form of a human in the Old Testament,
John 1:2-3 tells us that he was with God at creation, and everything that has been created, has been
created through him. God waited for the perfect moment for Jesus to arrive in the form of a tiny baby.
We see symbolism of him mentioned in all parts of the Bible. Throughout our scripture readings this
month, we will also see how the prophecy of the Old Testament points to the Savior of the New Testament.
The second key point of this passage is related to life and light. Jesus is life, and his life is the light of
men. Jesus brings hope, freedom, and light. He is the source of our light, and even in the darkest
place, his light will not be overcome.
Christmas is a wonderful time to reflect on the light Jesus brings. It would be such a dark place without our hope in Him. May this season (and all year) be filled with light!
Michelle Ingland
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Day 1

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

In John 1:5, what do you think “darkness” represents? (sin, worldly focus)

•

What characteristics are “light”? (fruit of the spirit, being different from the world)

•

What are some ways that we can allow the light that Jesus gives us to shine? (loving others, being

kind)
•

As a family, what’s a way that we can bless someone else this season? (ideas could include—send

someone a Christmas card, bake someone cookies, shovel someone’s driveway, pray for someone)
•

When things are hard and they seem dark, how can we remember that the light of Jesus is always
with us?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
With your family, turn all the lights off in the room. What can you see? Wait a minute, can you see anything that you couldn’t see before? Light a candle, or turn on a lamp, now what can you see? The Bible tells us that darkness cannot overcome the light. Notice, something had to provide the light source
(match, lighter, electricity), just as Jesus provides us with our light.
Sing “This Little Light of Mine” together.
The next time you take a drive or neighborhood walk in the dark, point out the Christmas lights and
remember that they represent the light that Jesus brings.
PRAYER
Father, please help us to see you in everything. Help us to look for the light you bring this season and
every day. Please help us to shine our light for you.
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Day 2

Light and the Names of Jesus

READ
Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7 ESV
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 6 For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
2

DEVOTION
Read Isaiah 9:2-3

Darkness! Oh no! Who are the people living in darkness? The Israelites knew what it was like to live in
darkness, to be captive in a foreign land. They were always praying to God for His helping hand, to
set them free. Is Isaiah only referring to the Israelites? No! This is meant for us, too. He is referring to
the whole world. We live in a world full of darkness and sin. Sin separates us from God. Oh, how sad
to live in a world full of darkness and sin. But wait! Let’s keep reading…
Read Isaiah 9:6-7
Isaiah has GREAT news! There is a very special child born who will change the brokenness of this
world for all of us. In Him, there is no darkness. He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Prince. God loved us so much; He didn’t want us to live in the dark. Now
is our time to let our lights SHINE! Just like Christmas lights sparkle and brighten up a room, you, too,
can shine like Jesus to light up the darkness of this world.
Dan and Monica Moore
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Day 2

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

The beginning of this passage is a prophecy, telling us that Jesus would arrive and increase our
joy. What does it feel like to be filled with joy? (Happiness, peace, calm, comfort, etc.)

•

What are some of the names used to describe Jesus in this passage? (Wonderful Counselor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace)
•

Choose one of the names in this passage and talk about what you think it means.

•

What is something that stood out to you in today’s reading?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Listen to the song “Emmanuel” by Michael W. Smith or Amy Grant. What are some other names of Jesus mentioned?
Spend some time together thinking of other names of Jesus. Write these down. Which name means
the most to you?
As a family, create an ornament with your favorite name of Jesus—place this on the front of your
Christmas tree or somewhere else where you will see it each day. See page 57 for a template to trace
or create your own!
PRAYER
Thank you Jesus for all that you are. You comfort us when we are sad, give us peace when things feel
uncertain, and you save us from our sin. Thank you for the comfort and peace that comes only from
your power. Help others to see how you fill us with joy! Please help us to remember that you are always with us.
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Day 3 Prophecy: Descendant of Jesse
READ
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 10 ESV
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand
as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
1

2

DEVOTION
Many years ago, in my mom’s yard in northwest Tennessee, stood a tall, odd tree. It looked less like a
tree and more like a long log stabbed into the ground with only a few shabby limbs near the top. Over
time, these limbs withered and fell to the ground. Seemingly, the tree had been overcome by the busy
black ants, woodpeckers and the stiff winds that so often blew across the valley there. On a spring
visit several years later, I was surprised to find that from this seemingly tall dead stump grew a long,
green, leafy branch. Somewhere, deep and hidden by the ground, the tree was planning to thrive
again.
This amazing natural event of a shoot sprouting from a “dead” stump was used by Isaiah in the Bible.
It was a prophecy that God had given him to share with His people in the land of Judah and ultimately
to the entire world. God’s message was a bold promise that would impact the future of every person
who has ever lived:
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
1

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples;
the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
10

Isaiah references a man named Jesse, who was a humble farmer and the father of the godly King David and who lived long before Isaiah. Isaiah was sharing the unexpected truth that ‘the shoot’ of Jesse
would be Jesse’s descendant, a relative to be born 700 years into the future. Isaiah’s God-given words
describe this “shoot of Jesse” as being someone unlike anyone ever born. His eyes and heart would be
fully set on God. He would be filled with God’s Spirit of understanding, enlightenment, strength, and
knowledge. He would delight in doing all things for God. This shoot would be the man named Jesus,
the true son of God.
Frank and Joni Overcast
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Day 3

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

These verses are a prophecy, or prediction, of the Savior, Jesus. What does it mean in verse 1 when
it says that “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse?” (The savior will be a de-

scendant, or future family member of Jesse, David’s father)
•

The Bible tells us that like a tree, we are known by the fruit we produce. What are some fruits of
the Spirit of God mentioned in verse 2? (Spirit of wisdom and understanding, Spirit of counsel and

might, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord)
•

To learn more about the fruit of the Spirit, please read Galatians 5:22-23.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Jesus was a descendant of Jesse—you can read Luke 3 or Matthew 1 to find out more about his family
tree. Who is in your family tree? Work together to try to name parents, grandparents, and greatparents. Just as God chose the family that Jesus would be born into, He also chose the family into
which you and your descendants would be born. Thank God for the family you have and talk about
some of your favorite memories with your family.
PRAYER
God, you are so thoughtful. Thank you for knowing exactly what we need. Thank you for the family
you have given us and the people you have placed into our lives. Please help us to grow in your spirit.
Please be with our family as we spend time together getting to know your word better. Thank you God
for the ways you love us. Thank you most of all for sending Jesus.
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Day 4

Prophecy: Branch of David

READ
Jeremiah 33:14-16 ESV
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah
will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The
LORD is our righteousness.’
14

DEVOTION
Our world is full of promises, promises of things that will give purpose and value to our lives. All you
have to do is just listen to the promises of the ads on radio and TV. All promising that the newest
gadget or toy will bring great joy and ease to life. The only problem is that things can never bring
lasting joy. They cannot deliver on their promise to make us happy. Things break and grow old. Newer
gadgets and toys with greater promises are dangled before our eyes constantly.
The things of this world will never bring us what we really need. The Israelites had to find this out the
hard way, over and over again. The things of the world cannot deliver what they promise. They only
bring disappointment, frustration, and hopelessness. So, if we cannot trust the promises of the world,
who can we trust to bring us this joy we long for?
Joy to the world, the Lord has come!
This passage in Jeremiah was written by the prophet when things looked really bad for his people.
About 600 years before Jesus, they are about to be taken away from their Promised Land because for
generations they have not been relying on the Promise-Giver but on any other sort of promise. Everything that had given them meaning and identity was about to be destroyed. And right then, Jeremiah
says that one will rise up—a Messiah—another David, who will restore Jerusalem to justice and righteousness. It is said that he, himself, will be our righteousness.
God promises Jeremiah that a Savior was coming and that a new and everlasting hope would be given to the people of God. This Jesus would make us right with God and give us an abundant life with
him filled with a joy that will not fade nor taken away. God kept His promise in sending Jesus. So, during this time of the year give thanks not for all the wonderful gifts but for the heart of the giver who
has given us everything in Christ.
Thank God from whom all blessings flow!
Mike Gulley
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Day 4

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What will God cause to rise up? (A righteous Branch)

•

Who was David? (A shepherd, a boy who slayed a giant, king of Israel—he was

known for following God and seeking Him)
•

What do you think it means when it says that a righteous Branch will rise up for David? (Someone from David’s family would rise up and lead the people)

•

What are some descriptions of this “Branch”? (Will execute justice and righteous-

ness)

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Take a look at the shape of a tree. Notice all the branches come from the trunk. Most of the water
that enters a tree comes from the bottom, the roots. If a branch is cut from the tree, the branch will no
longer grow. God is our root system. He is what gives us living water—we need Him for everything.

At Christmas, we often think of evergreen trees. These trees stay green; they don’t lose their leaves
like other trees. This represents the eternal life Jesus offers.
The very top of the tree points up to remind us to think of our Heavenly Father.
Finally, feel the tree branch. Is it spiky? This reminds us of the crown of thorns that would eventually
be placed on his head. How else can you see Jesus this season?
PRAYER
Thank you, God, for providing Jesus to be the righteous Branch of David. Please help us to remember
that as your children, we are also a branch of yours. Thank you for giving us life—please help us to
point others to you.
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Day 5

Prophecy: A Messenger

READ
Mark 1:1-3 ESV
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[a] 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,3 the voice of one crying
in the wilderness:
‘Prepare[c] the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
1

[b]

DEVOTION
Throughout their history, the Jewish people held to the promise that God would send them a savior.
They called this savior, the Messiah or the Christ. They knew that the Messiah would be the son of
God. However, they didn’t know exactly when he would come.
About 700 hundred years before Jesus was born, a prophet named Isaiah said that before the Messiah
would come, God would send a person to prepare the way for the Messiah. This person was John the
Baptist.
This is important because back in the day a ruler or nobleman traveling in the wilderness would have
a crew of workmen preparing and clearing the road ahead of him. In spiritual terms, John the Baptist
was clearing the way for the arrival of the Messiah by preparing the hearts of his followers.
God has always had a plan to clear the way for us to have a relationship with Him. John the Baptist
cleared the path for Jesus and Jesus cleared the path for us.
Steve and Lisa Ferro
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Day 5

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What will God send ahead to prepare the way? (a messenger)

•

What is a messenger? (someone who shares or carries a message)

•

Verses 2-3 are from another book of the Bible, which book are they from? (Isaiah)

•

If you’d like to read the original verse about the messenger, it can be found in Isaiah 40:3.

•

Have you ever received a special message that you weren’t expecting?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
The passage today talked about a messenger who would be sent ahead of Jesus. We will learn more
about that messenger in the upcoming days. A messenger has a specific purpose—to deliver a message to others. Jesus tells us that we are to be a messenger for Him (see Mark 16:15). Today we are
going to practice being messengers.

As a family, choose someone to whom you would like to send a message. You could send a card, write
a letter, send a text, or email them.
If you’re not sure what to write, you could tell them what you love about them, wish them a Merry
Christmas, share a favorite Bible verse, or tell them something you have learned in your family devotions. Remember to pray for the recipient before sending.
PRAYER
Dear Lord, thank you for all the ways you’ve prepared us to share the good news of Jesus. Please help
us to be bold and share you with others. Help us to learn more about you so that we are equipped to
share you. Thank you for always giving us just what we need!
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Day 6

Zechariah Enters the Temple

READ
Luke 1:5-17 ESV
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,[a] of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he
was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.
5

And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.
And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at
his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for
the Lord a people prepared.”
11
12

DEVOTION
Zechariah was a priest. As a priest, he was able to get closer to God than most other people. Priests
also offered sacrifices and had certain rules and rituals they had to follow out of reverence, or respect,
for God. In today’s passage, Zechariah was chosen to enter the temple of the Lord (something that
only priests could do) and burn incense. He was alone, serving the Lord when an angel appeared.
Even though he often spent time with God, he was afraid when he saw the angel.
The angel told Zechariah not to be afraid and then shared some amazing news! Not only would Zechariah’s wife have a baby, this baby would be very special! This baby had an important role from before his birth—to tell others about the Savior, Jesus. God has a plan for you, too. Even before you were
born (Psalm 139:13-16), He had a plan for your life.
God had (and still has!) a perfect plan for our salvation, and this plan included sending a baby before
sending His son. We can be thankful for God’s perfect timing and for the plan He has established for
our lives—plans to help us, not harm us (Jeremiah 29:11), plans for hope and a future.
Michelle Ingland
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Day 6

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What are the names of the couple in today’s passage? (Zechariah and Elizabeth)

•

What was Zechariah’s role? (priest)

•

Zechariah and Elizabeth wanted a baby, did the angel say their prayer would be answered? (yes)

•

What did the angel say that their child’s name would be? (John)

•

How does it feel to know that God has a plan for your life?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
In verse 9, it says Zechariah was a priest who was chosen to enter the temple and burn incense. This
was done as they were praying. This was considered a great honor. Incense has a pleasing aroma, or
smell. It can smell like spices.
Option 1: Spend some time smelling spices with your family. Which ones smell nice, which ones don’t?

Option 2: Create cinnamon ornaments. These create a pleasant aroma for your home!


Combine 3/4 cup applesauce with 1 cup cinnamon (buy at Aldi or Dollar Tree to keep cost
down), mix until doughy (you could also add some cloves). If dough is too thick, you could add
more applesauce.



Roll out mixture on a flat surface, and cut with cookie cutters.



Make a hole in the top of the ornament for hanging, then dry shapes on cookie sheet for 3-4
days (until dry), insert string/hook and hang up or give away!

PRAYER
God, you are so faithful. Thank you for hearing our prayers and answering us according to your will.
Thank you for having a plan for our lives, even before we were born. Please help us to remember that
you are always good and that your ways are always perfect.
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Day 7

Elizabeth is Expecting

READ
Luke 1:18-25 ESV
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable
to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will
be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at
his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And
when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
18

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach
among people.”
24

DEVOTION
Think of something that would be impossible for you to do. There are many things that are impossible
for us to do, but with God, everything is possible! In yesterday’s devotion, you learned that an angel
came to Zechariah and told him that he and his wife, Elizabeth, would have a son. Zechariah should
have been happy, right? He and his wife had wanted a baby for a long time. But instead of rejoicing,
he questioned the angel and doubted, because he and his wife were very old. It seemed impossible to
Zechariah that he and his wife could have a baby at their old age. Because of his unbelief, Zechariah
was not able to speak until the baby was born.
What seems impossible in your life? (Discuss things children may fear, bad habits that they may have
and have difficulty breaking). No matter what you may fear, God will help you have courage to face
them. He has a plan for your life! Zechariah and his wife were really too old to have a baby, but that
didn’t stop God! God wanted them to be the parents of John the Baptist, so He made the impossible
possible! And when God wants something to happen, it will happen! Can you think of other impossible
things God made happen? (Creating the world, manna from heaven, Jonah being swallowed by a

whale, Daniel safe in the lion’s den, Jesus coming back to life).

Remember, God is able to do the impossible! All we have to do is believe!
Karen Mason
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Day 7

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Why didn’t Zechariah believe the angel? (because he and Elizabeth were advanced in years (old))

•

What was the angel’s name that spoke to Zechariah? (Gabriel)

•

What did Gabriel say would happen to John because he doubted? (He would be silent until “these

things” took place)
•

What do you think Elizabeth thought when Zechariah came home unable to speak?

•

How do you think Zechariah shared the news with Elizabeth?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
After receiving the exciting news that Elizabeth would have a baby, Zechariah was astonished, then
silenced when he doubted. Imagine what it would be like to do your job, meet an angel, receive
amazing news, and then be silenced! What a day! How might he have communicated with others?

We’re going to play a game that involves remaining silent; it’s called Charades. When it’s your turn to
act out a word, you cannot talk (like Zechariah). The rest of the family will try to guess what you are
acting out. When someone guesses your word, they get a turn to act out a word. Continue playing,
making sure that everyone gets a turn to act out a clue. You can come up with your own words or turn
to page 59 for some words that you can cut out.
Game idea from Karen: Silent Draw (similar to Pictionary). Write one impossible thing God has made
happen on individual cards. When Zechariah was silenced, he had to write or draw his messages.
Take turns drawing one of the Bible miracles you have learned about, remember, you cannot talk or
write words, you must draw the miracle! Whoever guesses correctly will be the next one to draw.
PRAYER
Father God, you are great and powerful and mighty! Thank you for always keeping your word—we
can always count on you. Please help us to believe what you say. Help us to never doubt you and always believe that you can do impossible things! Please help us to share you with others and to speak
kind and loving words to one another.
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Day 8

An Angel Visits Mary

READ
Luke 1:26-38 ESV
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a
virgin betrothed[a] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
b] 29
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
30
be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.”
26

34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”[c]

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with
her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant[e] of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
35

DEVOTION
In verse 30, Mary is told, “You have found favor with God.” In verse 38, Mary says, “I am the Lord’s
servant, may your word to me fulfilled.”
How do we find favor with God in our lives? How is it different today? IS it different today? How do
we react when taught by the Bible how to carry out God‘s words?
Ezekiel 12:28 says, “Therefore say to them, This is what the Sovereign Lord says: None of my words
will be delayed any longer; whatever I say will be fulfilled, declares the Sovereign Lord.” Do we read
and apply God’s word to our lives or do what WE think is best? Mary listened to the angel and followed God’s request.
When we read about the angel telling Mary she is conceiving the child Jesus when she is a virgin, it
lets us see that nothing is impossible with God. He is in control. It is hard for us to grasp this as we
have limitations on our abilities in the idea of being able to do all things; it’s tough for us to comprehend. Mark chapter 10 is the story of the rich young man. In verse 27, Jesus looked at them and said,
“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
Dick and Pam Wanninger
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Day 8

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What did the angel tell Mary? (she would have a son named Jesus)

•

Whose throne would God give to him? (the throne of his David—Joseph was from David’s family)

•

When will his kingdom end? (never)

•

Who is Mary’s relative? (Elizabeth)

•

How is finding favor from God different from finding favor with family and friends?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Read verse 37, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” Have you ever seen or heard something that
seemed impossible? Today we are going to do an object lesson reminding us that some things may
seem impossible, but with God, all things are possible!
Take a regular piece of paper, cut a hole in the paper so that you can step through it. Were you able
to do it? Probably not!
Now, turn to page 61 and grab a new piece of paper. Follow the directions on page 61 (listed below).


Step 1: fold the paper in half, lengthwise



Step 2: cut the paper following the pattern on page 61 (you could also try to copy page 61 and
use it)



Step 3: cut the paper down the middle, making sure not to cut the top and bottom “strips” (the
area to be cut is marked in red)



Step 4: carefully unfold the paper and carefully step through it

PRAYER
God, you are amazing! You are able to accomplish things that seem impossible! Please help us to remember that you when things seem impossible, we can rely on and trust in you.
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Day 9

An Angel Visits Joseph

READ
Matthew 1:18-21 ESV
Now the birth of Jesus Christ[a] took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
[b]
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
18

DEVOTION
When I think of a king being born, I think of royalty—a well-established king and queen having a child
in all the splendor and riches of a marvelous palace. I think of over-the-top extravagance when we’re
talking about the birth of the King of kings! But God had a better plan. He chose Mary, someone who
deeply loved the Lord, and Joseph, a faithful member of David’s family. They weren’t royalty. Joseph
was a member of the working class, a carpenter. This is an important job, but not a job held by a royal. I’m reminded of what God said to Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7 ESV, “...the Lord sees not as man sees:
man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” God chooses the perfect
people for His plan. They may not be who man expects, but God has a reason.
When Joseph first found out that Mary was expecting a baby, he was shocked! They weren’t even
married yet, and it should have been impossible for her to conceive a child. He had planned on quietly
leaving her so that she wouldn’t be put to shame by others. Even in his shock, he still cared deeply for
her. When the angel of the Lord told Joseph about God’s plan, Joseph had a big choice to make. He
could go forth with his plan to leave Mary, or he could obey God, take her as his wife and raise the son
of God. This choice would not only change his life, but the lives of all mankind! This was a huge decision. We are often faced with big choices, too. Whenever we don’t know what to do, we should choose
God, for His ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9).
Michelle Ingland
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Day 9

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What does it mean to be betrothed to someone? (engaged to be married)

•

Who was Mary betrothed to? (Joseph)

•

Read the following verses: Luke 1:13, Luke 1:30, Matthew 1:20—what does the angel tell all three
people? (not to fear, don’t be afraid)

•

Why do you think people feel afraid when they see angels?

•

According to verse 21, what do you think Jesus’ name means? (he will save people from their sins)

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Have a family movie night! Try a new favorite—detailed movie reviews can be found at dove.org or
commonsensemedia.org. Here are some movies that focus less on getting and more on giving:
•

Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)

•

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas—animated (1966)

•

Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (2016)

•

The Christmas Project (2016)—recommended for older children—please read reviews on this

•

The Star (2017)

•

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (1983)—on YouTube

PRAYER
Father, thank you for the time we have had together so far this season. Please help us to continue to
focus on the true meaning of Christmas—Jesus’ birth and the hope he brings. Thank you for the greatest gift of all.

23

Day 10

Joseph Obeys

READ
Matthew 1:22-26 ESV
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which
means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name
Jesus.
22

23

DEVOTION
Have you ever been given rules or directions from your parents, teachers or others that care for you
that you did not want to follow or obey? Most people have, even Joseph, the man God chose to help
raise Jesus. This scripture tells us that even when Joseph had other plans, he listened to and obeyed
the Lord, because Joseph knew that the Lord knew better than he did.
Quite often, we think that we know best and want to do things our own way, but we have to listen to
and obey our parents, teachers and those who care for us when they give us instructions. We also
have to listen to the Lord, who speaks to us through His word, the Bible.
Even when Joseph had his own plans, he obeyed the angel of the Lord and was given the great responsibility of being Jesus’ earthly father. When you choose to listen to and obey the Lord, your parents, teachers and others who care for you, you will not get the opportunity to help raise the son of
God, but you will get to make a difference in this world by obeying one who knows better than you,
the Lord.
Ben Ingland
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Day 10

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What does Immanuel mean? (God with us)

•

What activity was Joseph doing when the angel visited him? (sleeping)

•

Did Joseph choose to obey the angel of the Lord? (yes)

•

Is it ever hard for you to obey?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Joseph obeyed the angel of the Lord by taking Mary as his wife. This may have been a hard decision
for him. Sometimes it can be hard to obey what God says, but it’s always what is best for us.
Today we’re going to play a game together (choose one or several!). All of these games involve obeying someone. Do a quick internet search if you aren’t sure how to play.
•

Angel Says: Simon Says, but the angel is the one giving the commands.

•

Follow the Leader: everyone must do what the leader does.

•

Red Light, Green Light: green light means everyone can go, red light means stop.

•

Blindfolded Maze: Have a treat to share or a small prize across the room. Set up a few (safe) obstacles between you and the prize (things like pillows, towels, etc). Place a blindfold on one person
and as a group, give them directions to get to the prize. If they make it, they get the prize (or everyone shares the treat).

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for being full of grace. Sometimes it can be hard to obey. Please help us to want
to please you. Help us to not be discouraged or give up when we’re trying to do what’s right.
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Day 11

Mary Visits Elizabeth

READ
Luke 1:39-45 ESV
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is
this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be[a] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
39

DEVOTION
Have you ever been so excited that you were jumping for joy? Maybe the night before Christmas with
anticipation of what’s going to be under the Christmas tree the next day. This is how John felt, even
though he was in the womb of his mother at the time. He was jumping for joy at the presence of Mary
and the blessed baby Jesus in her womb.
Or better yet, have you ever been to a circus and had the ringmaster come out and tell you about the
exciting show that is going to follow him? He gets you excited about what is going to come after him
and how much better it is than himself. That is what John was going to do in his life; he was going to
let everyone know about the coming Jesus and how much better he was than himself. And about the
excitement that Jesus was going to bring to this world. Just imagine the excitement you’re going to
feel on that day when you are actually in the presence of Jesus!
Jim Farley
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Day 11

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Where did Mary go for a visit? (to a town in Judah to see her relative, Elizabeth)

•

When Mary greeted Elizabeth, what happened? (Elizabeth’s baby leapt for joy)

•

In verse 45, Elizabeth says that blessed is she who what? (believed that there would be a fulfill-

ment of what was spoken from the Lord—believes what God says)
•

Do you think we are blessed when we obey God?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Today we’re going to spend some time learning about God’s promises. God keeps His word to us. In
our passage today, we learned that based on Elizabeth’s example, we are blessed when we trust God
to fulfill the promises He makes to us.
Read the following verses and discuss what God is promising us.
•

Exodus 14:14 (He will fight for us)

•

Deuteronomy 31:8 (He will never leave or forsake us)

•

Psalm 32:8 (He will tell us the way to go)

•

Isaiah 41:10 (He will be with us, he will strengthen and help us)

•

Jeremiah 29:11 (He has plans to give us hope and a future)

•

Matthew 11:28 (He will give us rest)

•

Romans 8:28 (He works for the good of those who love Him)

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for always being faithful. Thank you for the promises you have made to us in
your word. Please help us to hide your words in our hearts so that we may not sin against you (Psalm
119:11). Help us to trust that you will fulfill the promises you have made to your followers.
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Day 12

Mary’s Song of Praise

READ
Luke 1:46-56 ESV
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
56
And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.
46

DEVOTION
Christmas time continues to be such a magical time of the year for many of us for many reasons.
When I was young, I could not wait to see the magic under (and all around) the tree on Christmas
morning. As I grew up, the gifts changed a lot, but the magic remains to this day… at 65 years of
age… and as one song says, Christmas is special for kids from one to 92... and counting. So how did
the gifts change?
As I grew into adulthood, the best part of Christmas became the giving of gifts to other people, not
the receiving part (Acts 20:35). This is what Mary must have felt as she held her newborn baby in her
arms that very first Christmas morning. Perhaps the best part for Mary was the waiting… waiting for
Jesus to arrive. Mary knew something magnificent was happening, not only to her and through her,
but to the entire world. All would be blessed. Her soul was bursting with joy! “My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God.” My prayer for you and your family is to feel this same joy because
Christ is in you! (2 Corinthians 13:5).
Mary was about to present to the world the greatest gift we shall ever know: the gift of a Savior. I
think she felt some of the same magical feelings that you and I feel today.
Merry Christmas everyone!
Monty Gillespie

28

Day 12

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Mary says that her spirit does what? (rejoices in God)

•

What does it mean to rejoice? (feel or show great joy)

•

How does Mary describe God? (Savior, mighty, holy, has mercy, shown strength)

•

If you were to sing a song to God about rejoicing in God’s goodness, what things would you mention?

•

Does anything from today’s passage stand out to you?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Option 1: Listen to the song Magnificat by Zoe Group on YouTube; sing along if you know it! Sometimes we sing this song in church. Did you know that it was inspired by today’s Bible passage?
Option 2: Create a craft. Today we are going to make a simple paper bunting banner. See page 63 for
a template (you could cut these out and trace onto thicker paper to cut out). Choose which word you
would like to spell and cut enough triangles for each letter of your word. Some suggestions include:
JOY, HOPE, JESUS, REJOICE, SAVIOR, etc. Write one letter on each triangle and color/decorate if desired.
You could hang this by placing two holes at the top of each triangle and threading twine through the
holes, taping the triangles to string/twine, or using clothespins to attach each triangle to the string.
Hang this someplace where you will see it each day. Remember that this is a season to rejoice in our
Savior!
J o Y
PRAYER

Dear God, only you are holy, mighty, and full of mercy. Thank you for all the ways you show your love
to us. Please help us to rejoice in you today and everyday.
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Day 13

John the Baptist is Born

READ
Luke 1:57-66 ESV
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day
they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his
mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is
called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called.
63
And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came
on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea,
66
and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the
hand of the Lord was with him.
57

DEVOTION

In this passage, one of God’s promises is fulfilled—Zechariah and Elizabeth have a baby! It is a joyous
time for their friends and relatives. Elizabeth is a new mom surrounded by people who love her and
wish the best for her and her new family. Do you have people around you who celebrate when you do
something great? Maybe you are a special person in someone’s life, and you can cheer them on.
This is also when Zechariah’s mouth is opened, and what is the first thing he does? Verse 64 says he
praises God. A new baby is born who is named John, just as the angel requested. John will be a special person for his cousin, Jesus. This is a time in our story when we can celebrate what God has done
for us and what He will do in the future. I don’t know your future. I can’t know it. But God knows. And
when God promises something will happen for you in the future, you can count on it. And celebrate it!
Tessa Taylor
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Day 13

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What were Elizabeth’s relatives and neighbors doing when her baby was born? (rejoicing with her)

•

What did Elizabeth and Zechariah name their son? (John)

•

Why did the people question John’s name? (because they had no relative named John)

•

What happened when Zechariah wrote the baby’s name on a writing tablet? (his mouth was

opened and he was able to speak)
•

Who is someone that celebrates with me?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Just as Mary had a song of praise, John’s father, Zechariah had a song about his child. You can read
this in Luke 1:67-80. Many things are prophesied (told) about John.

When Elizabeth had her baby, her neighbors and relatives came to visit and rejoice with her. Romans
12:15 tells us that we should rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. Jesus is a
huge reason to rejoice! Think of a way that your family can share Jesus with a neighbor or someone
you will see at Christmas (we will work on this on day 22). Maybe you’ll want write a note telling
them about Jesus, or make them a special ornament, a craft, or bake a special treat. Make sure to
have any needed supplies ready for day 22.
PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for giving us so much for which we can rejoice. Thank you for the people you
have placed in our lives who encourage us. Please help us to be people who rejoice with those who
rejoice and weep with those who weep. Help us to always be filled with the joy that only you can
bring!
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Day 14

Prophecy: Bethlehem

READ
Micah 5:2-5 ESV

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient
days.3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the
rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure,
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.
2[a]

DEVOTION
Back when the Israelites were in God’s promised land, they were sinning, but God never stopped loving them. God would send prophets to tell the people to stop sinning and to show them their future.
Isaiah the prophet came to the people and told them (Isaiah 9) about Jesus and how he would rule
over the world. The people didn’t listen, so God sent another prophet named Micah. He spoke about
the coming Savior, Jesus Christ, and how he would be born in the small town of Bethlehem. How cool
is it that God picked a small town, just like the one we live in, to bring the king into the world? When
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he fulfilled the first part of Micah’s prophecy. Micah also said that he
would shepherd his flocks. In John, Jesus even calls himself the good shepherd! When he called himself the good shepherd, he was fulfilling another prophecy from Micah. Can you list any other prophecies? In all, Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies!
Luke and Jessica Gillespie
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Day 14

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

The beginning of verse 2 gives a clue about the size of Bethlehem—was it a big, powerful place?

(no—it was little)
•

This passage talks about who Jesus is—in verse 2, it mentions that he would be what? (ruler of Is-

rael)
•

Verse 4 says that Jesus will “Shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,” what does a shepherd
do? (cares for his sheep, spends time with them, feeds them, protects them)

•

If Jesus is the shepherd, we are his sheep! Think of ways that Jesus shepherds us. In verse 5, we
are promised that Jesus is what to us? (our peace)

FAMILY ACTIVITY
God chose Bethlehem, a small city as the birthplace of the King of kings. Why do you think He chose a
place that wasn’t powerful for His son to be born? God often uses the unexpected to show His power.
Can you think of other examples in the Bible where God’s power was shown through the unexpected?
Consider spending some time talking or reading together.
Here are a few examples (this is not an exhaustive list!)
•

Moses—was not a great speaker and was used to lead God’s people (Exodus 3)

•

King Saul—Israel’s first king was from the smallest tribe (1 Samuel 9)

•

David—a boy who defeated the giant, Goliath (1 Samuel 17)

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for all the ways you show your power. Thank you for equipping us to do what you
require of us. Thank you for being our good shepherd. Please help us to always rely on you!
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Day 15 Joseph Must Go to Bethlehem
READ
Luke 2:1-5 ESV

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration when[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed,[b] who was with child.
2

DEVOTION
It can be so easy for us to read through a section of Scripture like this and just run right by it without a
second thought. Sometimes we don’t take the time to see the importance of why the author included
this in his letter or what the Holy Spirit wants us to learn from details like this. But what if, instead of
rushing through this text and overlooking the details, we lean into the overwhelming reality that God
uses these little details to express His incredible love for us. Not only does this text staple itself to the
historical context with accuracy allowing us to prove the historicity of the Bible, but it shows the ultimate love and attention God put forth to bring about the Messiah so that we might be with Him. Romans 5:6 says, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” At the
right time! This small historical context shows us that God is at work in the lives of men to bring about
His good and perfect will. He planned things from before the creation of the world to bring Jesus into
the world so that we might be saved from our sins. We have a God who loves us so much that He is
willing to sweat the details so that we might have a chance of knowing Him through His son Jesus
Christ. Thank God for the passages that are so easy for us to run right by.
Christian Thompson
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Day 15

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Who sent out a decree that everyone must return to their hometown for the census? (Caesar Au-

gustus)
•

Where was Joseph living when the decree was sent out? (In Nazareth in Galilee)

•

What is another name for Bethlehem? (The City of David)

•

What does it mean in verse 4 that Joseph was from the house and lineage of David? (he was a rel-

ative or descendant of David’s)
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Option 1: Listen to the song “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
Option 2: Have a “Bethlehem Dinner.” Lay a tablecloth or clean sheet on a low coffee table or on the
floor. Set your dishes and meal on top of the tablecloth. Foods that can be eaten with your hands (or
sipped from a bowl) are ideal since silverware was not used in Bible times. Turn off the lights and eat
by a fire, candlelight, or a lantern. You could even dress up similarly to how they may have dressed in
Bible times (sheets make a great outfit!).
Some foods that were commonly eaten in Bible times include bread, fish, meat, goat cheese, lentils,
chickpeas, olives, almonds, honey, figs, grapes, dates, pomegranates, and grape juice. You could also
have your normal meal served “Bethlehem style” (on the floor, no silverware).
PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for the memories we have made as a family. Please help us continue to grow together. As we get closer to Christmas and the excitement starts setting in, help us to remember that
Jesus is the reason for this season! Thank you for all the ways you keep your promises and show us
your love.
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Day 16

The Savior is Born!

READ
Luke 2:6-7 ESV

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.
6

DEVOTION
Her days were complete, and she delivered her baby and laid him in a manger. Our God lowered himself to become a baby, in meager means and an extremely humble beginning, for his amazing life, of
all prophecies that he would complete.
“Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.”
Philippians 2:6-7 NASB1995
Goodness does not come from wealth, nor from the things we have. It comes from a humble spirit and
a heart that is eagerly anticipating the presence and connection to God Himself. The weeks from
awaiting to delivering a baby are the looooongest! The anticipation builds and time moves so slowly.
Christmas is much the same way! We anticipate the goodness of a present the whole month long. Do
we anticipate God’s gift of heaven as much? The gift he came down in baby form to give us all those
years ago.
Angela Thompson
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Day 16

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What did Mary wrap baby Jesus in? (swaddling cloths)

•

What served as Jesus’ bed? (a manger—a box or trough for animals to eat from)

•

Is this the type of birth you would expect for the son of God?

•

God waited for just the right time for Jesus to be born; what was the longest you waited for something?

•

How do you treat the things you wait for?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Many people celebrate Christmas by giving gifts to others. This is a fun way to share love with others.
If your family has a gift to give someone, spend time wrapping it together. Does wrapping a gift remind you of anything from our Bible passage today? We can remember how Mary wrapped baby
Jesus in swaddling cloths when we wrap gifts. Spend some time praying for the recipient of your gift.
If you have other gifts to give, remember to pray for the people receiving those gifts, too!
Family Fast idea from Angela: Consider skipping a meal today. When you finally eat, remember what
it felt like when anticipating your next meal. God, Mary, and Jesus were patient and waited for just
the right time, so that he could say, “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is
my flesh.” John 6:51 NASB
PRAYER
Our heavenly, perfect King. We pray that you will stir in us a desire to see your face above all things.
To remember what real goodness comes from and give us a heart that is grateful in all circumstances.
In you, all things are possible, all joy, all blessings, and all contentment. No matter what we wished
for, or what we get for Christmas, with you as our gift, we could ask for nothing more. Help us see
where our gratitude should grow.
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Day 17 An Angel Speaks to Shepherds
READ
Luke 2:8-12 ESV

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
8

DEVOTION
Do you remember a time when you received great news? What emotions did you feel?
Now imagine if everyone around you had also been waiting for that same amazing news—for about
700 years! That was the situation on the night Jesus was born. Shepherds living in the fields were
watching their flocks. They were naturally afraid when they saw an angel, but they were quickly reassured.
Maybe you’ve felt that way too. Perhaps the good news you celebrated could have gone another way.
You may have even experienced an initial sense of fear before hearing a wonderful message.
Once they received news of Jesus’s birth, the shepherds were also told how to act on the news.
“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:11
NIV
This is a great reminder to us, isn’t it? The birth of Jesus isn’t just a beautiful message of hope, but it’s
also a call to action. How will you respond to the message that the Messiah has come?
Glenda Neff
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Day 17

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Who did the angel speak to? (shepherds)

•

How did the shepherds feel when the angel appeared to them? (they were afraid)

•
•

What news did the angel share? (that the Savior had been born)
How would the shepherds know whether the baby was the Savior? (he would be wrapped in

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger)
FAMILY ACTIVITY

The news of Jesus’ birth is the sweetest news of all! Today make a sweet treat with your family!

M&M Pretzel Treats
Ingredients:
•

Mini pretzels

•

Bag of Rolos

•

M&M’s

Directions:
•

Preheat oven to 300 degrees

•

Line a cookie sheet with parchment paper or foil

•

Place pretzels in single layer on baking sheet

•

Place an unwrapped Rolo in the center of each pretzel

•

Bake for 4 minutes (until Rolo is soft)

•

Carefully press an M&M in the center of each Rolo

•

Cool and enjoy!

Did you know: the center of a pretzel symbolizes children’s arms in the praying position?!

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for your thoughtfulness. Thank you for all the ways that Jesus’ birth fulfilled
prophecy. Please help us to focus on all the ways you make our lives sweet. Help us to respond to the
good news in the way you want us to!
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Day 18

The Angels Rejoice

READ
Luke 2:13-14 ESV
13

14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”[a]

DEVOTION
When reading these verses, I think about the stars. All the stars in the sky. There’s too many to count.
That’s how many angels there were suddenly! The shepherds were scared enough with one angel. Imagine how they felt when even more appeared. A multitude is more than 100. These angels really
filled the sky! Can you imagine how bright the night sky lit up with all of those angels?
Those angels weren’t just there. They were praising God. Praising God for what He had done and what
He was going to do. The angels knew God’s plan to save people from their sins was starting. Jesus
had finally come! The angels knew and had to tell others. The angels couldn’t help but praise God for
His plan, His glory and the peace that He would bring. They couldn’t help but tell of the great things
that God was doing. His great works are going to bring us peace. This isn’t world peace that we think
of with no fighting, but is our peace with God. If the angels were this excited and couldn’t wait to tell
about the start of the plan, how much more should we tell others about Jesus and how He has given
us peace?

Sara Faison
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Day 18

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

After sharing the good news with the shepherds, who appeared along with the angel? (a multitude

of the heavenly host)
•

What is a multitude of the heavenly host? (many angels)

•

Why did the angels come? (to praise God and rejoice in the birth of Jesus)

•

Try to imagine what it would be like to see that many angels rejoicing God. Share with each other
what you think it would be like.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Listen to the song, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” Spend some time singing it together.
Christmas is a week away! Consider doing one of the activities you haven’t had a chance to do, or
enjoy a restful evening as a family.
Just a reminder: Make sure to have your items from day 13 for your family project on day 22.
PRAYER
Glory to God in the highest! Thank you, Father, for showing your glory. Help us to not feel overwhelmed this season, but rather, please fill us with the peace that only you can provide.
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Day 19 The Shepherds Visit the Baby
READ
Luke 2:15-18 ESV

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
15

DEVOTION
The shepherds had just experienced a divine encounter as the angel delivered the news of Christ’s
birth. What do they do then? They talk first, then quickly decide to go to Bethlehem to see the baby
for themselves. Time wasn’t spent questioning why God had chosen them, nor were they planning to
keep the news to themselves. This was big! They were eyewitnesses to the fulfillment of God’s promise when they saw Jesus just as the angel said they would. The shepherds had spent their whole lives
caring for helpless sheep, now the Good Shepherd himself was lying before their very eyes and had
been sent to care for all of us.
This was no ordinary baby, but they knew he was destined for extraordinary things. They, however,
were ordinary shepherds, but excitedly went on to share the extraordinary news that Jesus had arrived. All who heard their story were amazed. We, too, can share our encounter with Jesus with others;
what we know about him and have experienced through his word. Others will see that you, too, have
something extraordinary to share!
Elaine Painter
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Day 19

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

After seeing the angels, what did the shepherds decide to do? (go to Bethlehem)

•

Were they able to find what they were looking for? (Yes, they found Mary and Joseph and the baby

laying in a manger)
•

Verse 17 says that the shepherds “Made known the saying that had been told them regarding this
child.” Verse 18 says “And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” What do
you think this means? (they shared the good news with others who were then curious about the

news—they were the first humans to spread the news of Jesus!)
•

Imagine what it would be like to be a shepherd meeting God’s son! Amazing!

FAMILY ACTIVITY
One of the most recognizable Christmas candies is the candy cane. Below is a poem that tells us
about the symbolism of the candy cane.

Looking at my candy cane, I can see, a ‘J’ for Jesus, the Savior who loves me.
Flip it around, and now take a look, it looks like a staff—a shepherd’s hook.
White is for holiness and purity, red is for the blood that was shed for me.
Thin red stripes, three, two, and one, represent our Father, Spirit, and Son.
The smell and taste of peppermint sweet, remind us of spices Magi laid at His feet.
A treat that is hard, a candy unbendable, tells us Jesus is our rock; He is dependable.
When you see a candy cane, remember who it represents! We can see reminders of Jesus everywhere
we look.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for sharing Jesus with us. We thank you for using things that the world considers
ordinary to share reminders of your extraordinary love with us! Thank you for reminders of who you
are and how much you love us. Please help us to look for reminders of you wherever we go.
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Day 20

The Shepherds Praise God

READ
Luke 2:19-20 ESV

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
19

DEVOTION
When is the last time you saw or heard something that made you say “wow!”? How long did that
feeling of wonderment last? Did it change your life? When the shepherds met Joseph and Mary in the
stable to welcome baby Jesus, they were all blown away with what God was doing in their presence.
Joseph and Mary knew they had a special baby and were astounded when complete strangers
showed up to join in their birth celebration. The shepherds had heard about this special baby and after they had seen him for themselves, did not leave disappointed. Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds
praised God for being able to see and experience His plan at work. We, too, even 2000 years later, are
invited to front row seats for God’s plan at work. We, too, should cherish God’s plan in our hearts,
ponder and dwell on God’s plan for us, then let that joy shape the rest of our lives!
Wes Aubrey
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Day 20

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What does it mean to treasure something? (it means that thing is very important to you)

•

What were the shepherds doing as they were returning from their visit? (glorifying and praising

God)
•

The shepherds were glorifying and praising God. This means they were expressing their love and
admiration for God. What are some ways that we praise? (singing, praying)

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Today we’re going to spend some time praising and glorifying God. Choose an activity or two to do
together, or come up with another way to praise Him!
•

Alphabet praise—go through the alphabet thinking of things to praise God for with each letter.

•

Worship time—choose some worship songs to listen to or sing together.

•

Flashlight praise—turn off the lights, take turns shining a flashlight around the room—praise God
for the things you can see with the flashlight.

•

Family “popcorn” prayer—have someone lead the prayer, when something comes to mind that
you’d like to praise God for, say it out loud!

PRAYER
Dear God, you are amazing. You are mighty, loving, and full of grace. You are generous and give us all
we need. Please help us to be filled with wonder as we see what you are doing around us. Thank you
for giving us reasons to say “wow!” Please help us to remember the joy and wonder you bring this
season and all year round.
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Day 21 The Wise Men Visit King Herod
READ
Matthew 2:1-2 ESV

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For
we saw his star when it rose[b] and have come to worship him.”
1

[a]

DEVOTION
This passage tells us an incredible story that exemplifies three important characteristics of a Christian: First, the wise men gave up everything to seek after Jesus. They sought Jesus regardless of the
cost and inconvenience it caused. They left their homes, family, and livelihood while endangering their
lives to travel through harsh lands. They had great faith to embark on a long journey to find Jesus because they knew that Jesus was coming! They saw HIS star, and because they trusted God’s promise
to bring a King of Israel, they followed the star to Jesus. This story exemplifies the faith and trust a
Christian must have in God and Jesus.
Second, the wise men asked for directions because they needed help in finding Jesus. Not only did
they ask for directions, but they fearlessly approached the ruling King of Judea to ask where the King
of Israel was born. This took great courage, wisdom, and humility to ask for help in finding Jesus. A
wise Christian seeks help to follow Jesus.
Third, the wise men worshiped Jesus. The purpose of the wise men coming was to adore the baby, to
welcome the King. Nothing was to interfere with that worship—not inconvenience, hardship, danger,
or cost. They were not going to be denied the opportunity to worship Jesus. This teaches us that a
wise Christian worships Jesus.
Supplemental verses: Acts 8:31-39—it is important to ask for help and direction in following Jesus.
Matthew 13:45-46—Jesus and the Kingdom of God are worth giving up everything.
Nathan and Paige Daughety
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Day 21

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

How many wise men were there? (we don’t know, the Bible doesn’t give us a number)

•

What led the wise men to baby Jesus? (The star)

•

What did the wise men call Jesus? (King)

•

What can we learn from the wise men?

•

Are you willing to leave everything behind to go to Jesus?

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Wise men worked to gain wisdom for the king by studying the stars. Since they studied the sky regularly, they were able to tell that something was different. A star caught their eye and told them that a
very special baby had been born. Do you have a star on your Christmas tree? We can remember that a
star was a sign to the wisemen.

Additional activities from Paige and Nathan:
Option 1: Go outside tonight and look at the stars. Genesis 1:14 tells us that God created the stars and
Psalm 147:4 tells us that He gave them all names. How amazing! Try to find the brightest star and
follow it though your yard or neighborhood. Think of the harsh elements endured by the wise men to
journey to Jesus.
Option 2: Magic Toothpick Star Experiment: Take 5 toothpicks and
bend them to where they break in half but are still attached. Arrange the toothpicks to look like a starfish (see page 59 for a visual). Put some water into a medicine dropper and have your child
start to add droplets of water to the middle of the starfish. The water will start to expand and push out the broken toothpicks so that it
forms a star.

Supplies for Magic Star:
5 toothpicks
Small plate
Dropper or syringe with water

Option 3: Follow the Star (ideal for preschoolers): Cut out a paper star (you could use the one on page
57) and have your child follow the star through simple to moderately tolerated obstacles until he/she
reaches a baby in a manger (baby doll in a basket or whatever you have on hand). Talk to your child
about how wise men followed a star to find Jesus.
PRAYER
Dear God, may we search for you in a dry and weary land, may we be wise enough to ask for directions, humble enough to learn from others, and fearlessly proclaim your name as King. May we worship you amid persecution, hardship, cost, inconvenience, and danger. May we trust in your promises,
Lord. In Jesus' name, amen.
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Day 22

King Herod is Troubled

READ
Matthew 2:3-6 ESV

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
3

DEVOTION
Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him. Why? We have to go to outside sources for this bit of
history here, but it turns out that Herod was actually given not only his position as the king of Judea
by Rome, but also the title "King of the Jews." (https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
history/herod.shtml).
Let that sink in. This sheds a lot of light on his reaction and why he was so troubled. We are even told
all Jerusalem was troubled, too. The key here is: they were not without excuse. They knew the time
had come for the real King to be revealed. Upon reading this passage, I have to wonder if the scribes
reporting to Herod purposefully left the latter part of the prophecy from Micah 5:2 out—not just that
this person would be the king of Israel, but the One "Whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting." The prophecy said there would come a ruler but not just any ruler. Israel yet again, knowingly
chose to reject their true King, as we see all across the Old Testament.
What about us? Will we be like Herod and try to cling to whatever perceived power we hold in this
life? Or, will we, like the True King of the Jews, be ready to give everything up for God?
Chelsea Peters
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Day 22

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

Why do you think Herod was troubled when he heard about the king of the Jews being born?

(Maybe he was worried that he would lose power)
•

How did the wisemen know where the Christ would be born? (Because the scriptures, prophesy,

stated that the ruler would come from Bethlehem in the land of Judah)
•

How can we be more like Jesus and less like Herod? (obeying God, not being focused on our own

power, humbling ourselves)
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Today we are going to work on our project from day 13. Work together as a family!
Pray for the recipient of your project.
Give them the completed project sometime in the next few days.
PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for being our God. Thank you for sending Jesus as our shepherd and ruler. Please
help us to be your faithful and humble servants. Please help us to seek your will above our own. Thank
you for the person that we are going to share Jesus with; please help them to seek you. Help us to
share your light with them. Please help us to follow you as you guide our words and thoughts. Thank
you God!
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Day 23 Herod Summons the Wise Men
READ
Matthew 2:7-8 ESV
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
7

DEVOTION
Herod made his decision—to cling to power. The choice he made in his heart was followed by secretive action, manipulation and lying. Sin is never just a random event. It is a wrecking ball that causes
chain reactions. James 1:15 lays this process out exactly. Sin begins with being carried away by our
own desires.
We can also consider the words of Jesus in the parable of the two sons in Matthew 21:28-31. One son
said he wouldn't obey, but he did. The other said he would obey, but did not. Remember, even if we
say the wrong things sometimes, we can still have a change of heart and do the right thing afterwards, just like the first son. Herod said one thing, too, but did another. May we try not to be the child
saying what we think we should say, but never doing what we actually should.
In joyful hope,
Chelsea Peters
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Day 23

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

What did Herod ask the wisemen? (What time the star had appeared)

•

Why do you think he wanted to know when the star appeared? (answers may vary—perhaps he

wanted to know when the baby was born so that he could determine his age)
•

Where did Herod ask the wisemen to go? (search for the child)

•

After the child was found, what did Herod ask the wisemen to do? (bring back word so that he

could worship the baby)
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Family game: Find the Baby
In our passage today, we learned that King Herod sent the wise men to look for baby Jesus.
Grab a baby doll or stuffed animal. We’re going to pretend that this is baby Jesus (you could even
swaddle it with a small blanket or towel).
One person is going to hide the baby (give boundaries of where it can be hidden). Once the baby is
hidden, everyone else tries to find the baby. Whoever finds it first can hide it next (or elect someone
else to hide it). Continue playing until everyone has had a turn.
PRAYER
Dear God, we thank you for this season. We thank you for the time we have spent as a family making
memories and learning about your word. Thank you for giving us Jesus. Please help us to think of him
every day!
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Day 24

The Wise Men Visit the Baby

READ
Matthew 2:9-12 ESV
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.
9

DEVOTION
Wise men, also called Magi, came from the east a long way, following a special star in the night sky.
They were wise because they were seeking God. At first, they had seen His glory in the heavens,
(Psalm 19:1), and then, they see him as a little child. With hearts overflowing with joy, their response
was to bow down and worship Him! To see Jesus was the best gift they had ever received!
In return, the Magi offer three gifts to Jesus—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These valuable gifts may
seem odd to give a little child, and yet, these treasures most likely provided the needed support for
Jesus and his family when they fled to Egypt. Scholars also think that the gifts represent who Jesus is
as a king (the gold), as a priest (the frankincense used as an offering in the temple), and as a Savior,
(the myrrh being used for burial). We know that the wise men gave from hearts overflowing with joy
and praise. Jim Farley, one of our church elders, once said, “If the heart is right, the gift is right.”
Fran Johnson
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Day 24

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

How many gifts did the wise men bring? (Three—gold, frankincense, myrrh)

•

What do you think the wise men talked about on their way home?

•

How do you think that seeing Jesus changed their lives?

•

What can we give to Jesus? (trust, obedience, time, money, service to others, etc.)

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Listen to or read the lyrics of the song “We Three Kings.” This song is supposed to be about the wise
men (even though the words are about kings). The Bible doesn’t tell us how many wise men visited the
God-child, but people often assume there were three because they brought three gifts. Contrary to
what Nativity scenes show, the wise men visited Jesus in a house (verse 11) after the family had left
the stable at the inn.
Additional activities from Fran:
Option 1: Consider a three-gift Christmas rule.
Option 2: Bake star-shaped cookies to share with others. Insert a card with the verse from Matthew
2:10, “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed!”
Option 3: Use some treats to help remember the Magi’s gifts: a bag of chocolate “gold” coins and licorice sticks for myrrh (they have a similar scent).
Option 4: Burn a pine scented candle for frankincense, which is derived from the sap of trees and has a
sweet, woodsy scent.
PRAYER
Dear Lord, help us to set an example and teach our families to seek you with all our hearts and souls
(1 Chronicles 22:19a). Thank you for the gift of Jesus to us. May we give whatever we have to serve
you and to bless others. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
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Day 25

The Word Became Flesh

READ
John 1:14 ESV

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son[a] from the Father, full of grace and truth.
14

DEVOTION
It is amazing that the Word, through whom God created all things, became flesh. Jesus left his heavenly abode and came down to earth to be born as a helpless baby in a lowly stable. He chose to do
this because it was the only way to fully express his love for us. Jesus did not call down from heaven
to tell us that he loved us and hoped we would believe him. Jesus put on flesh and was willing to live
among us side by side, even though that meant facing temptations, rejection, and ultimately death.
Not only do we know that Jesus loves us now, but we also have caught a glimpse of God! After all,
Jesus is the full reflection of God in human form. We get to see the glory of God in the way he cares for
the poor, washes the feet of his disciples, welcomes children, and willingly dies on the cross for our
sins. The most important thing in this story is that we see and receive firsthand the gift of grace and
life that only comes through the truth of God that is found in Jesus Christ. So as you go through this
day, enjoy giving and receiving gifts, but most importantly, remember the greatest gift, which we
have received in the person of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Kevin Stewart
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Day 25

Discussion and Activity

QUESTIONS TO ASK
•

In this verse, it says, the Word became flesh. Who is the Word? (Jesus)

•

What does it mean when we read, “We have seen his glory?” (his goodness, his beauty, his mag-

nificence)
•

When have you seen Jesus’ glory?

•

According to the passage we just read, the Father, God, is full of what? (grace and truth)

•

What are some ways that we can show others God’s grace and truth? (be forgiving of others, tell

them about Jesus, treat others the way we want to be treated)
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Today is Christmas Day! The best day of the year! Make sure to wish someone a Merry Christmas today and enjoy time with the people you love!
PRAYER
Dear God, we thank you for today. It can be so exciting and challenging to wait for Christmas. God,
we are so thankful for the amazing gift of life you gave us in Jesus. Thank you for the light, joy, and
peace he brings. Please help us to live a life filled with joy as we learn to focus our hearts and minds
on you. Help us to share Jesus with someone who needs to hear about him. Thank you for every good
and perfect gift you have given us. We thank you for Jesus, the greatest gift of all!
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Templates for Activities

Day 2—ornament templates
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Cutouts for Activities
Christmas Charades—Day 7

Snow

Christmas Tree

Star

Candy Cane

Ornament

Cookies

Present

Gingerbread House

Christmas Lights

Wreath

Movie

Baby Jesus

Hot Chocolate

Fire

Bells

Stocking

Wrapping Paper

Silent Night

Manger

Bow

Christmas Card

Magic Star Example—day 21
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Step one: fold along the
center line, printed side
up
Step two: cut along all
black lines

Step three: cut along
red line

Step four: carefully
unfold paper
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(do not cut along gray dotted line
at top and bottom of paper)
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Activity Templates
Bunting template—day 12
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